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8 Oct 2014 Dental tourism: What risks are involved? Complex dental treatment can sometimes come at
a high cost. Depending on the circumstances, some Australians consider getting their treatment
overseas to get a “free” holiday out of their dental treatment instead of having it done at home. But what
are the risks? Is there a reason dental treatment is significantly cheaper in the developing world? And is
it worth the risk? While you may know someone who has successfully undergone dental work
overseas, or you are enticed by the potential savings, you should know that there are some very
serious risks. Something might go wrong – very wrong Things can go wrong in the dental chair. If
you’re overseas receiving treatment and are the subject of an emergency dental or medical situation,
you may not have the luxury of expert emergency care, support from family and friends, or even the
ability to communicate to healthcare professionals in your spoken language. Australian dentists are
appropriately trained to deal with dental emergencies. The materials used might be cheap, damaged or
faulty Aussies seeking dental treatment overseas commonly undergo procedures that require dental
materials such as crowns, bridges or implants. If you return from your overseas treatment and after a
short time you discover a fault in the work, who will repair it? Who will you complain to and how will you
pay for the subsequent treatment to fix the work? Australian therapeutic goods and dental materials are
regulated by the Therapeutic Goods Administration (TGA) to ensure they are of a quality suitable for
the Australian public. Is the dentist qualified to perform the treatment? Do you know that the dentist you
are seeing overseas is appropriately trained and qualified to perform the treatment they have
promised? Some countries accept a standard of education and training that would be considered
sub-standard here and often the result of your treatment reflects this training. In Australia, dentists and
dental specialists undergo extensive training at university, are registered to practise under the
conditions of the Australian Health Practitioner Regulation Agency , and undergo mandatory continuing
professional development. Infection and spread of disease Infection and spread of disease in hospitals
and dental practices in some other countries area very real concern. In Australia, dental practices
adhere to strict infection control protocols imposed by the Australian Dental Association , the National
Health & Medical Research Council , and the Dental Board of Australia . Your oral health is very
important. Whether you need a simple filling or complex dental work you should always be aware and
informed of the benefits and risks associated with treatment. While the financial cost of treatment may
appear high, your health is very important. Before you seriously consider dental treatment overseas,



consult a local dentist to weigh up your options. If you’ve already made up your mind to receive your
dental treatment overseas, do your research. Make sure you know who will be treating you, what their
facilities are like, and have someone at home with all your treatment details in case of a dental
emergency. Just remember, it’s your money, your teeth and your health. This article first appeared on
the Australian Dental Association website . Articles from Smile Solutions View Blogs Specialist Care
Smile Solutions 18 Aug 2026 Endodontist vs Dentist for Root Canal: Why It Makes a Difference Read
More General Smile Solutions 10 Aug 2026 Mouth Breathing: The Silent Habit That’s Changing Your
Face and Your Health Read More General Smile Solutions 3 Aug 2026 How Much Does a Dental
Crown Cost in Melbourne? Materials Compared Read More Specialist Care Smile Solutions 18 Aug
2026 Endodontist vs Dentist for Root Canal: Why It Makes a Difference Read More General Smile
Solutions 10 Aug 2026 Mouth Breathing: The Silent Habit That’s Changing Your Face and Your Health
Read More General Smile Solutions 3 Aug 2026 How Much Does a Dental Crown Cost in Melbourne?
Materials Compared Read More Specialist Care Smile Solutions 18 Aug 2026 Endodontist vs Dentist
for Root Canal: Why It Makes a Difference Read More General Smile Solutions 10 Aug 2026 Mouth
Breathing: The Silent Habit That’s Changing Your Face and Your Health Read More General Smile
Solutions 3 Aug 2026 How Much Does a Dental Crown Cost in Melbourne? Materials Compared Read
More View Blog Call Us 13 13 96 Location Level 1, 220 Collins Street Manchester Unity Building,
Melbourne VIC 3000 Hours Of Service Monday – Friday: 8.00am – 6.00pm Saturday: 8.30am – 1.30pm
Sunday: By Appointment Our Services General Dentistry Cosmetic Dentistry Orthodontics Specialist
Care Dental Implants Children’s Dentistry Emergency Dentistry Why Choose Us Our Team Media
Awards Careers Technology Location Holistic Dentistry Quick Links Contact Us Articles Packages &
Offers Dental Payment Plans Understanding Your Treatment Sitemap Privacy Policy Copyright © Smile
Solutions. All Rights Reserved. This site is protected by reCAPTCHA and the Google Privacy Policy
and Terms of Service apply. Close Our Services General Dentistry Dental Cleans and Hygienists
Wisdom Teeth Emergency Dentistry Root Canal Tooth Fillings Chipped or Cracked Teeth Snoring &
Sleep Apnoea TMD & Teeth Grinding Sport Mouthguards Dental Anxiety Cosmetic Dentistry Porcelain
Veneers & Crowns Same Day Porcelain Veneers™ Composite Bonding Professional Teeth Whitening
CEREC Restorations Invisalign® No Braces All-on-4® Dental Implants Gummy Smile Complimentary
Cosmetic Consultation Orthodontics Invisalign No Braces Orthodontic Braces Children’s Braces and
Invisalign Jaw Surgery Dental Implants All-on-4® Dental Implants Conventional & Immediate Implants
Dental Bridges Bone Grafting For Implants Dentures Specialist Care Oral & Maxillofacial Surgeons
Prosthodontists Orthodontists Periodontists Endodontists Paediatric Dentists Complex Dentistry
Children’s Dentistry First Visit To The Dentist Children’s Dental Emergencies Children’s Braces and
Invisalign Child Dental Benefit Schedule Kids Teeth Cleaning Tips Why Choose Us Our Team Our
Location Technology Awards Holistic Dentistry Before After Gallery Payment Plans Packages & Offers
Contact Us Call Us 13 13 96 Close Smile Solutions AI Assistant ■ Hello! I'm here to help you with
questions about Smile Solutions. How can I assist you today? Popular questions: What services does
Smile Solutions offer? How can I contact Smile Solutions What are your business hours? ■■ × 0 /1000
Contact Us Call Us 13 13 96 Location Level 1, 220 Collins Street Manchester Unity Building, Melbourne
VIC 3000 Hours Of Service Monday – Friday: 8.00am – 6.00pm Saturday: 8.30am – 1.30pm Sunday:
By Appointment Close Book Now


